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never asserted itself against them. Lloyd George said, " Surely no one
in Ireland is so foolish as to think that they can have a republic?"
And there the matter ended.
July 7. Wickham Steed, of the Times, told me that letters received
in Switzerland from Czechs were not encouraging. The outbreak in
Budapest and other towns was almost a revolution, and the next out-
break would actually be one. Large numbers of Czechs were flock-
ing to France to serve on the French front. The Rumanians now have
four divisions (about ninety thousand men) equipped for the offensive.
The Russians have two thousand field guns; about five hundred heavy
guns, and twenty-five million shells within easy reach of their front.
The potato harvest in Germany and Austria is a failure, and the
prospects of the wheat harvest are not good. In 1914 the Hungarians
exported 80 per cent of their crop to Germany and Austria. This
year they will have barely enough for themselves. Steed thinks that
the most serious crisis in Germany will arise between August 20 and
the middle of September, when the people realise that their crops are
insufficient.
The Germans are working up the Dutch against us. All their
shortage is attributed to England. We have rationed them, and still
they export food to Germany. It would be better to have them as
open enemies were not the Admiralty afraid of giving the Dutch coast
line to the Germans. The new move of the Germans may be due to
their fear that they are about to lose Zeebrugge.
Public buildings had a wonderful escape in the great raid of Ger-
man aircraft on London to-day. They bombed London Bridge, missed
it, and sank a barge in the river. Two aimed at the Bank of England
but hit the pavement outside it. One aimed at the British Museum
and only hit the railings. They did hit and burn down the Central
Telegraph Office of the G.P.O., and it would now be impossible to
trace spy telegrams previous to this date.
July ii. I-was told confidentially this evening that the Dreadnought
battleship Vanguard had been blown up this morning with all hands
at Scapa Flow. I was asked to find out the history of two fitters who
were on board before the explosion. It turned out that one had been
working on the Vanguard just before it blew up, but the characters
of both men are very good.